cubic centimetres of the mercurial solution. On this he pours from 15 to 20 grammes of urine, and washes down that which soils the neck of the balloon with a little distilled water; then he shakes the balloon so as to mix the contents, and immediately adapts a carbonic-acid apparatus containing caustic potash. The reaction of the nitrate of mercury commences even in the cold, but it is assisted and rendered complete by raising the mixture to the boiling point. The weight of the carbonic acid produced is to that of the urea, as 1 is to 1*371. M. Millon states that the process is most constant, and that there arc no variations in the
results, notwithstanding that uric acid, hippuric, oxalic, acetic, lactic, or butyric acids are present, and that neither albumen, sugar, or colouring matter of the bile will have any influence on the products; proceeding in this way, he has noticed that there is a very important relation between the density of healthy urine and the amount of urea which is present, and that, in fact, the second and third figures from the decimal point express very nearly the quantity of urea which is contained in 1000 parts of healthy urine; for example, a urine having a sp. gr. of 1*011, would have 11-39 of urea in it, and one of a density of 1-02G would contain 25-8 grs. of urea, and so on. This relation, however, does not hold good in disease; for he has found that the urine of patients who were affected with the following diseases presented a great variation in the density and proportion of urea.
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